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Dear Sir: 

This paper is submitted in response to the Office Communication mailed November 
14, 2003 in connection with the above-identified application wherein, pursuant to 35 U.S.C. g 
121, the Examiner required election of a species of the invention. Applicants elect the species § / 

M 

of platinum containing alloy, with traverse. Because Applicants elected the invention of Group /"^ 
III, which is directed to methods of producing alloys, it was not clear to Applicants that the 
Examiner's election requirement applied, or should apply, to the elected group of claims, since 
the claims are not drawn to alloys, per se. Moreover, Applicants traverse this requirement to 
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addressed to the Assistant Commissioner for Patents Commissioner for Patents, P. O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
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